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This study was designed to describe the status of the present educational 
programs in the correctional institutions of Arizona and to further evaluate the 
potential of each institution and its inmates for additional offerings which might be 
possible. Data were obtained from: (1) interviews of inmates. (2) personal records. (3) 
organizational data sheets, and (4) personal observation. The subjects were from two 
correctional institutions in Arizona. A review of literature on topics such as: (1) need 
for education, (2) the average age and length of sentence of inmates appear to 
provide enough time for the inmate to obtain a considerable amount of education in 
occupational upgrading. (3) present programs reach only a minority, and (4) teachers 
and materials are inadequate. Recommendations include: (1) inmate participation 
needs to be emphasized. (2) counselors need to be included in the educational 
program. (3) follow-up after release is necessary, and (4) placement services are 
necessary. (Author /KJ) 
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SECTION I 



INTRODUCTION 



Statement Of The Problem 



In order to provide background information for those who 
are reading this report, but yet not directly involved, some 
information concerning the nature and origin of this problem 
will be briefly discussed. The author of this report was con- 
tacted late in January, 1969, by the Assistant State Director 
of Vocational Education with a request for assistance in acq- 
uiring information upon which to base decisions concerning the 
extent and direction of future cooperation between the Arizona 
Department of Corrections and other interested State and Fed- 
eral agencies in educational projects being conducted in Ari- 
zona Institutions of Corrections. 

Shortly thereafter, a proposal was submitted to the As- 
sistant State Director of Vocational Education suggesting pri- 
orities of study. Financial and personnel arrangements neces- 
sary to conduct such a study were made by the Director of the 
Arizona Research Coordinating Unit in cooperation with the par- 
ticipating governmental agencies. 

The ancient theory that damage and injury to persons and 
property can be more effectively reduced by using prisons for 
punishment and retribution must necessarily be accompanied by 
a reference to their rehabilitation theory of penology, since 
many points in each theory are dichotomous. Although this de- 
bate on the punitive versus the rehabilitation theory has been 
the object of numerous writings and discussions by both laymen 
and experts, it has recently become one-sided in favor of the 
rehabilitation theory. Nevertheless, the argument has not been 
conclusively ended in the majority of industrial and pre-indus- 
trial countries. Writings in favor of the punishment theory by 
currently recognized penologists are extremely rare. However, 
those that do exist would insist that the objective of such pun- 
ishment be purposeful rather than merely retributive. 

As previously implied, it is apparent that currently promi- 
nent penologists in this country are generally agreed that the 
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prisons of our country will best serve the purpose assigned to 
them by society if their major emphasis is on correction and 
treatment, rather than punishment and retribution. This assum- 
ption is supported not only in many major writings, but also is 
evident in various other ways. For example, a great number of 
state institutions which were formerly called penitentiaries 
have adopted the term correctional institution to correspond with 
newer philosophy and objectives. Arizona is indeed fortunate 
in that the top echelon administrative staff in the system of 
corrections have exhibited through their actions that they be- 
lieve wholeheartedly in the correctional theory. 

Although very few authorities would claim that the rehabil- 
itation process could even remotely hope for 100# effectiveness 
in every case, they are in general agreement that a substantial 
percentage of the incorrigible cases may be helped in their ad- 
justment to the prison environment. The new State Director of 
Corrections in Arizona has, through his willingness to cooperate, 
exhibited a desire to strive for optimum efficiency in rehabili- 
tating those convicted of crimes against society. 

In almost every case, this same desire and spirit of coop- 
eration has been expressed and carried out by the administrative 
staff at the institutional level. 



Purpose Of The Study 



The primary purposes of this study were to describe the sta- 
tus of the present educational programs in the correctional in- 
stitutions of Arizona and to further evaluate the potential of 
each institution and its inmates for additional offerings which 
might be possible. In other words, an attempt was made to coll- 
ect, tabulate, and analyze to a limited extent, those data which 
would permit the cooperating agencies to more objectively ascer- 
tain the extent and the direction of future cooperation between 
the Arizona Department of Corrections and these cooperating ag- 
encies. More specifically, the study was concerned with provi- 
ding answers to the following questions: 

1. What is the status of the general education program? 

2. What is the status of the vocational education program? 

3* What are the inmates f perceptions of the quality of 
correctional institution educational programs as com- 
pared to other organized educational experiences they 
have had? 

4. What factors, other than ability, do inmates express 
as potential barriers to occupational entrance and 
advancement? 
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5. What needs are exhibited for general education among 
the inmates in the state correctional institutions? 

6. What vocational education needs are exhibited by the 
inmates in Arizona correctional institutions? 

7 . What is the potential for success in general in voca- 
tional education programs by the inmates? 

8. What structural and functional barriers exist to pro- 
hibit extended and improved educational programs in 
the correctional institutions of Arizona? 

9. What do the inmates perceive as their greatest edu- 
cational needs? 



Limitations Of The Study 



This study was concerned only with educational programs 
offered in the Arizona State Prison at Florence and the Ari- 
zona State Industrial School at Ft. Grant. 

The completeness and accuracy of the information and data 
recorded on educational and personnel records were limiting fac- 
tors, as were the extent and accuracy of responses of the parti- 
cipants to be questioned on the information forms and the inter- 
view schedules. 

Although information concerning educational programs and 
instructional staff members was parametric in nature, inmate in- 
formation at both the Arizona State Prison and the Arizona State 
Industrial School was limited to the extent that the random sample 
selected was representative of the inmate population as a whole. 



Sources Of Data And Method Of Study 



Data for this study were obtained from the following sources: 

(1) information from the inmates of the two institutions 
was obtained by interview utilizing the services of researchers 
employed by the Arizona Research Coordinating Unit: (2) infor- 
mation from the personal records on the inmate population; (3) 
information contained in the organizational data sheets for the 
respective programs was obtained through interviews with educa- 
tional personnel at the institutions; (4) personal observation 
of the researcher. 

The Assistant State Director of Vocational Education obtained 
preliminary clearance to conduct this investigation from, (1) the 
State Director of Corrections, (2) the Director of the vocational 
program at the Arizona State Industrial School, Mr. Edwin Sorensen, 
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Eastern Arizona Junior College; (3) the Director of the voca- 
tional program in Arizona State Prison at Florence (Mr. Dale 
Gibson, Central Arizona State College). 

A random sample of the inmate population of each institution 
was selected for inmate information purposes. Data which reflect 
innate opinions and inmate personal information was derived from 
these samples. 



Related Research 



A review of the literature revealed, as far as the research- 
er could ascertain, no study devoted solely to prison education. 
An extensive review of books and professional journals of peno- 
logy in related fields revealed widespread concern with educa- 
tion as a method of inmate rehabilitation. However, for the pur- 
pose of this brief study, only those few studies which are rela- 
ted in either content or methodology have been reviewed. The 
relatively short period of time the rehabilitative philosophy has 
gained wide acceptance tends to have limited the amount of re- 
search that has been completed. The even shorter length of time 
that federal agencies have been participating in these programs 
further reduces the amount of material available. 

A considerable number of studies have been completed which 
are directly concerned with the parole movement and parole ef- 
fectiveness, and indirectly connected with numerous elements 
which contribute to the success of the parole. One of the ele- 
ments which contributes to the success of the parole has been 
correctional education. Although a few small studies have been 
directed at certain phases of educational programs, the majority 
of research which was reviewed has been done as an appendage to 
some other major area of Interest. 

Research which was reviewed is divided into the four follow- 
ing categories: (1) need for education; (2) intellectual ability; 
(3) motivation; (4) prison education and recidivism. These top- 
ics appear to be the major areas of research in the field of 
correctional education. Category number one is concerned with 
ascertaining whether or not the typical inmate has a genuine need 
for general and vocational education advancement. Category num- 
ber tv/o is concerned with the inmate* s intellectual capacity to 
effectively participate in educational programs. Category three 
is concerned with the inmate's desire to participate and four, 
with the effects these programs have on recidivism. This study 
will be directly concerned with the first three categories as 
they apply to Arizona. Unfortunately, it Is impossible to do 
any effective research into the fourth category, that of prison 
education and its effect on recidivism, since Arizona correctio- 
nal institutions have not been engaged in educational efforts 
long enough to objectively evaluate their effort on the basis 
of recidivism. 




